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ALS is an always fatal neurodegenerative 
disease in which a person’s brain loses 
connection with the muscles. People 
with ALS lose their ability to walk, talk, 
eat, and eventually breathe.
ALS usually strikes people between the ages of 
40 and 70, but it can strike anyone at any time. In 
the past year, over 20,000 people living with ALS 
were served through our chapter network.

Although there are not yet cures or treatments 
that halt ALS, scientists have made significant 
progress in understanding what causes ALS. But 
their work is not done. Together, we work towards 
finding cures.
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SYMPTOMS
Progressive loss of muscle control
ALS gradually prohibits the ability to:

DIAGNOSIS
Difficult to diagnose
y ALS is often diagnosed by ruling

out other diseases, which may take
months or years

MILITARY
Veterans are more likely to get ALS 
than the general public
y ALS impacts veterans regardless of the

branch of service served in and affects
those who served in both peacetime
and war
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Unlock ALS
The Key to Cures Starts With You
THESE KEYS REPRESENT OUR COMMITMENT TO 
UNLOCKING ALS 
• the physical constraints which threaten a person with

ALS everyday
• the barriers to effective and compassionate care
• the medical mysteries which will someday lead us

to finding cures

YOU HOLD THE KEY TO 
UNLOCKING ALS.
While there are not yet cures or treatments that 
halt or reverse ALS, scientists around the world 
are making significant progress in unlocking the 
mysteries of this devastating disease.

For people living with ALS, your support is crucial to 
staying connected and involved as we work toward a 
world without ALS. Look for our UNLOCK ALS tent 
on-site at the Walk to grab your key and share your 
story of hope and support.



About the 
GOLDEN WEST CHAPTER
The Golden West Chapter of The ALS Association serves people with 
ALS and their families in 31 counties throughout California and 
in the state of Hawaii. Everything we do advances the search 
for effective treatments and cures for ALS. For the ninth 
consecutive year, the Golden West Chapter is proud to have 
earned the highest rating possible from Charity Navigator, 
America’s largest independent charity evaluator. Only 5% of 
charities receive this distinction four or more years in a row.

CARE SERVICES: RESEARCH TO HELP 
FIND CURES: ADVOCACY EFFORTS:

The Golden West Chapter serves 
more than 1,800 people with ALS 
and their families in 31 counties 
throughout California and the 
entire state of Hawaii. 

440 people newly-diagnosed with 
ALS connected with the Chapter, 
representing more than one new 
family for every day of the year, and 
gained access to our world-class 
wraparound model of care.  

198 military personnel and veterans 
with ALS, along with their families, 
received access to vital care services 
and support provided by the 
Golden West Chapter. 

We provided 714 grants to families 
facing ALS for durable medical/
communication equipment needs, 
transportation support, emergency 
assistance, and respite care.

The Golden West Chapter hosted 
the 11th annual California ALS 
Research Summit, bringing 
together world renowned ALS 
researchers, investigators, clinicians, 
biotech companies, government 
representatives, and advocates in 
ALS and related fields. 

The ALS Association is providing 
funding for 155 active projects in 
12 countries around the world, 
representing a current commitment 
of $52 million. The ALS Association 
has invested $116 million in ALS 
research since the 2014 ALS Ice 
Bucket Challenge.

The Golden West Chapter launched 
our first Industry Partner Consortium, 
with long time supporters CNS and 
Cytokinetics. These industry partners 
are deeply committed to supporting 
the ALS community.

Building upon 15 years of ALS 
advocacy, the State of California 
renewed multi-year funding for the 
Golden West Chapter’s evidence-
based wraparound model of care 
that helps people live longer and 
better with ALS, while also fueling 
the search for effective treatments 
and cures. 

The Golden West Chapter advocated 
for the enactment of ACT for ALS, 
legislation that supports access 
to experimental treatments and 
provides the FDA with additional 
research capacity and public-private 
partnerships to speed development 
and approval of new treatments. It 
was signed into law on Thursday, 
December 23, 2021.

Asked Congress for $50 million for 
the FDA to fund clinical research to 
benefit people with ALS.

Our VISION: 
Create a world 

without ALS 

OUR 
MISSION:

To discover treatments 
and cures for ALS, and 

to serve, advocate for, and 
empower people affected 

by ALS to live their lives 
to the fullest.  HERE ARE SOME OF OUR SUCCESSES 

MADE POSSIBLE BY YOUR SUPPORT:



When you participate in The ALS Association 
Golden West Chapter’s Walk to Defeat ALS, 
you support people living with ALS in our 
community and advance global research 
and public policy initiatives aimed at finding 
treatments and cures for the disease. The 
funds your company will donate or raise will 
have a direct impact on the lives of people 
affected by ALS — and they are counting on 

you and your employees 
for help! 

YOUR SUPPORT FUELS OUR 
PROGRESS 
In the years since the Ice Bucket Challenge 
took the world by storm, tremendous 
progress has been made. 

The Walk to Defeat ALS remains the greatest 
way to lend help and hope to people living 
with ALS and their families.

GET INVOLVED 
Here are some ways you can get your 
company (and employees) involved in the 
Walk to Defeat ALS®. 

• Form a Walk to Defeat ALS® corporate
fundraising team.

• Host a dress-down day fundraiser.

• Sell Walk to Defeat ALS® pin-ups in your
retail stores or offices.

• Offer a matching gifts program to
donations made by (or even raised by)
employees.

• Encourage friendly competition by posting
inter-departmental thermometers or
offering parking spaces to top fundraisers.
Make it fun!

• Recruit volunteers to help with Walk
activities.

About the 
WALK TO DEFEAT ALS® 

They 
Fought for 
Our Country, 
Now Help Us 
Fight for Their 
Lives 
Studies supported by the National 
Institutes of Health, Department of Defense, 
Department of Veterans Affairs, and Harvard 
University have found that military veterans 
are more likely to die from ALS as the general 
public. This is the case regardless of the branch 
of service or the era in which they served and 
regardless of whether they served during a time 
of peace or war, domestically or abroad. The 
Department of Veterans Affairs has recognized 
the risk faced by military veterans and in 
2008 designated ALS as a service-connected 
disease, which enables veterans with ALS 
to automatically qualify for substantial VA 
health and disability benefits. 

www.als.org/veterans



WEBSITE
More than 57,000 site visitors with 19,200 homepage views annually.

Our Reach and Engagement
The Golden West Chapter provides a comprehensive array of programs and services, 
FREE-OF-CHARGE, to directly support people living with ALS, their caregivers, family, and 
friends. Some examples of this can include:

• New client outreach and education through our professional care managers, free-of-
charge.

• Funding for our ALS Association Certified and Recognized Treatment Centers of
Excellence.

• A loan program for durable medical equipment and speech generating devices.

• Education and outreach to healthcare professionals and the ALS community.

• Local resources and referrals for managing the daily challenges of living with ALS.

• Help for families facing ALS and loved ones through support groups and community
events, like the Walk to Defeat ALS.

EMAIL CAMPAIGNS
Electronic newsletter and select Walk email messaging distribution of more than 
49,000 subscribers.

MEDIA OUTREACH
Strong relationships with local media partners have yielded an annual average of 70 
print articles, live interviews, and other press events.

MANY OPPORTUNITIES TO CONNECT
The Golden West Chapter engages with constituents and supporters through a year-round, 
multi-platform communication strategy that includes a robust web presence, multiple 
social media channels, targeted email campaigns, and customized printed materials. 

EVENT MARKETING AND INCENTIVES
Year-round engagement and marketing opportunities for our sponsors regionally 
and Chapter-wide. 

SOCIAL MEDIA
Combined ANNUAL reach of over 10,900 followers on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube.



The Golden West Chapter 
RESOURCE FAIR
The Golden West Chapter of The ALS Association is the largest ALS organization in the 
country serving over 1800 families living with ALS in 31 counties in California and the state 
of Hawaii.

The Walk to Defeat ALS program is the largest gathering of the ALS community bringing 
help, hope, and community to our service areas. Each day presents new challenges for 
this unique population. As a result, demand is steadily increasing for new and effective 
products, services, and technologies to improve their quality of life. A new offering this 
year, the Resource Fair at all eight of the Golden West Chapter Walks to Defeat ALS, 
will provide a distinct and visible on-site opportunity for companies, organizations, 
and institutions to share their expertise, wares, and services and interact with the ALS 
community.

To inquire about exhibiting at the Resource Fair or about sponsoring this entire zone of the  
Walk, please contact your local staff partner.

Resource
Fair



Walk to Defeat ALS 
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

$1,000 $2,500 $5,000 $7,500 $15,000

Supporter
Community 

Sponsor
Festival Zone 

Partner

Premier
Festival Zone 

Partner
Regional

Customized Support
from GWC staff P P P P P

License to use
Walk to Defeat ALS logo P P P P

Logo on website Name Name Logo Logo & Link Logo & Link

Recognition on Walk to Defeat 
ALS social media channels Post Dedicated Post 

on all channels
(3) Dedicated
Posts on all

channels

Feature in Chapter e-news Name Name

Recognition at (1)
ASK ME Webinar P

Chapter Sponsor of Regional 
Walk to Defeat ALS program P

Logo included in Regional 
Walk to Defeat ALS emails Logo & Link Logo & Link

Recognition at
Kickoff Event P P P

Online Festival Zone
Logo Recognition P P P

Acknowledgment on T-shirts Name Name Logo Logo Logo

Sponsor Booth at
Walk Day Resource Fair P P P P

Recognition from stage on 
Walk Day P P P

Dedicated Sponsor email to 
Walk participants P P



Walk to Defeat ALS 
ADDITIONAL SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

$7,500

• “Brand a zone,” such as the Resource Fair, Kids Zone, or stage.

• Opportunity to include branded promotional items in participant
gift bags.

• Complimentary Walk t-shirts for staff in attendance.

PREMIER FESTIVAL ZONE PARTNER 

$15,000

• “Brand a zone,” such as the Resource Fair, Kids Zone, or stage.

• Opportunity to include branded promotional items in participant
gift bags.

• Complimentary Walk t-shirts for staff in attendance.

• Logo included on all Regional Walk to Defeat ALS emails, t-shirts,
and websites.

• Additional customizable benefits available. Please inquire with
your local staff partner.

REGIONAL

$25,000

• Celebrate and be celebrated as a Presenting Sponsor of your
Region’s entire Walk to Defeat ALS program (the Northern
California Region includes the Silicon Valley and the East Bay
Walks.)

• For more information, please inquire with your local staff
partner.

PRESENTING SPONSOR



Corporate Agreement Form 
Please complete the information below. The company name listed will be used on promotional 
materials as written; please list it as you would like it to appear, including capitalization, 
hyphens, and registered marks, if necessary. Distribution of sponsorship benefits begin once the 
form is received. 

Company Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Contact Name: ____________________________  Title: ____________________________________

Email: _____________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________  State: __________________ Zip: ____________

Phone: ___________________________________  Fax: _____________________________________

Company’s Web Address: _____________________________________________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________

Sponsor agreement form due promptly to The ALS Association Golden West Chapter to ensure  
company name and/or logo placement on agreed upon marketing materials. Logos in EPS and 
JPG format must be submitted with agreement. Sponsor, cash or in-kind, must have written 
consent from the Chapter to use The ALS Association name or logo in any marketing collateral, 
media release, etc., regarding their attendance and/or partnership.

❏ We are proud to be a sponsor at the _______________ level.
❏ Enclosed is check #_________________ for $ _________________.
❏ Please invoice me at the address above.
❏ Credit card payment #_____________________________ exp _______

Signature _________________________________________________

❏ Our company will form a team. Please send me more information.

For more information, contact: 
Kim Lembo 
Director of Community Outreach, Northern California 
(510) 338-7895
klembo@alsagoldenwest.org

The ALS Association Golden West Chapter • P.O. Box 7082 • Woodland Hills, CA 91376 • (866) 750-2572 • www.alsagoldenwest.org
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