
 

Dear Friend, 

More than 1,000 children come through our doors every week. Whether they are facing a mild 

developmental delay, complex disability or undiagnosed concern, Easterseals DuPage & Fox 

Valley is here to help your child get off to the best start. 

When I picture a kindergarten classroom, I see 25 eager five-year-olds immersed in colors, 

shapes, letters and numbers. It’s easy to imagine their grins, bright eyes and messy hands after 

a day of learning and playing. I know that their brains are developing rapidly – more than any 

other time in their life. These first five years form the critical building blocks for growth, progress 

and future development. 

However, every year 25% of children start school with an undiagnosed developmental delay, 

and another 17% have an identified disability. By the the time winter break lets out in a few 

weeks, as many as ten children in the classroom I described may have fallen significantly 

behind their peers.  

 

You understand that the sooner we identify a child’s challenges, the better chance they have of 

reaching important milestones and celebrating age-appropriate achievements. By focusing on 

their needs early on, we can provide the therapies and tools that set their course for the future. 

Please make a donation today to prepare children with disabilities for a lifetime of 

learning. 

 

More than 64% of the children we serve are under the age of six, and their brains are 

developing more than at any other time in their life. These are critical years that have a lasting 

impact on a child’s ability to learn and succeed. Our team works with infants, toddlers and 

preschoolers in their most formative years and we take this responsibility seriously. It’s evident 

in each therapy room: 

• A four-year-old with cerebral palsy is building core strength so he can sit comfortably 

through a full day of school and focus on classroom activities. 

 



• Premature twins are learning to drink specialized formula through a bottle so they take in 

the vital calories that support healthy brain development.   

 

• A two-year-old is climbing over obstacles and through tunnels to develop the motor skills 

she needs to keep up with her peers on the playground. 

 

• An eager young girl is learning to ask questions and state her needs through a 

communication device. 

 

• The parents of a preschooler recently diagnosed with Autism are learning strategies to 

support his sensory needs so he can participate in class. 

We know these outcomes will reach far beyond the classroom and transform a child’s ability to 

live, learn, work and play. The earlier we start, the greater the outcomes.  

Currently, 2,579 families turn to us to prepare their children for a strong start to school and a 

future full of opportunities. A number of those families struggle to pay for weekly therapies. Our 

goal is to serve all children, regardless of their insurance or ability to pay. We depend on donors 

like you to make this possible. Please invest in our services today. Every minute of therapy is 

shaping a child’s life and moving them closer to the future they imagine.   

You can make an impact in homes and classrooms throughout our community. Make a gift to 

Easterseals DuPage & Fox Valley this holiday season. Support the individualized therapies 

designed to meet a child’s needs for today, and a family’s goals for tomorrow. When we invest 

in our children, we impact the future. 

 

With Gratitude, 

Theresa Forthofer 

President & CEO 

P.S. Celebrate the giving season with a gift to Easterseals DuPage & Fox Valley. Help build a 

child’s foundation for a lifetime of learning and future success. 

 


