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KOMEN GREATER NYC ANNOUNCES 24TH ANNUAL RACE FOR THE CURE 
CENTRAL PARK ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7TH 

 
Thousands of Race Participants Will Come Together to Raise Funds for  

Local Breast Health Programs and National Research 
 
 
New York, NY, January 21, 2015 — The 24th annual Susan G. Komen Greater NYC Race for the Cure® 
will take place on Sunday, September 7th at 9:00 am in Central Park.  The event is the premier fundraiser 
for Susan G. Komen Greater NYC, bringing in millions each year to underwrite local breast health 
programs for medically underserved New Yorkers and to fund breast cancer research.  Hoda Kotb, 
breast cancer survivor, best-selling author and co-host of the fourth hour of TODAY, is the Race Grand 
Marshal. 
 
“This year, as always, thousands of women, men and children will come to Central Park to honor 
survivors, remember those who have died and reaffirm their commitment to our shared vision of a world 
without breast cancer,” said Linda Tantawi, Komen Greater NYC CEO.  “Much has been accomplished 
since Komen Greater NYC was founded in 1990, but we still have lots of work to do to eradicate this 
disease. 
 
“That’s why our work is so vital.  We’re the only organization funding grassroots local breast health 
programs and national research to find the cures,” she stated.  “Komen Greater NYC is making sure that 
low-income women, men and families in the greater New York City area receive access to essential, 
culturally and linguistically suitable breast health screening, treatment, education, outreach and support 
services.  Our service area covers New York City, Long Island, Westchester and Rockland Counties and 
Komen Greater NYC grants are making a difference.  Without them, access to these services would 
disappear.” 
 
In 2013, Komen Greater NYC awarded $2.1 million to 28 local breast health programs and $735,000 for 
national peer-reviewed breast cancer research programs to find the cures. 
 
Breast cancer knows no boundaries, striking members of every group that inhabits our diverse 
metropolitan area.  An important part of Komen Greater NYC’s work is to reach every community —
ensuring that they receive breast health services and including them in the Race experience. 
 
This diversity will be on display, not only among participants, but also at the Education Expo. Located 
northwest of the Bandshell, the Expo includes representatives of 22 Komen Greater NYC community 
partners.  These nonprofits will hand out information in numerous languages and talk to Race participants 
about breast health topics. 
 
Project Renewal, a Komen Greater NYC community partner, will again be providing free mammograms in 
its mobile mammography the ScanVan from 8:00 am to noon for qualified women.  The ScanVan will be 
located on Survivor Lane as part of the Wellness Zone. Appointments are preferred and can be made by 
calling 1-800-564-6868. The other Wellness Zone feature will be Walgreens’ Way to Wellness mobile 



unit, where participants over 18 will be able to receive a host of preventive health exams and risk 
assessments.  Flu shots will also be available.   
 
In addition, the area will host a Zumba Zone with post-Race workouts led by master instructor Samuel 
Salazar for those who haven’t filled their exercise quota for the day. 
 
The Bandshell area will be the site of the Sponsor Expo with information, games, attractions, and 
giveaways from Race sponsors.  It is where Race participants will find Komen Lane, where they can find 
out more about the work and events of Komen Greater NYC and its Young Professionals Committee 
(YPC).  Komen Lane will be the home to the Komen Greater NYC Photo Zone, where attendees can have 
their pictures taken and immediately upload them to Facebook or Twitter.  There will also be a Tribute 
Area where people can leave notes in honor of survivors or in memory of those who have been lost.  
 
The Komen Greater NYC Race for the Cure celebrates survivorship. Breast cancer survivors and their 
families can take advantage of their own special area — Survivor Village. Race Day begins with breakfast 
starting at 7:00 am and post-Race refreshments until noon.  Survivor Village events include the pre-Race 
Survivor Program and post-Race Beauty Zone courtesy of Cancer Treatment Centers of America, with 
mini-massages by Oasis Day Spa, Reiki by Lisa Wolfson, the VIVE braid bar, cityMANI nail polish 
changes, and the Duane Reade Look Boutique.  Survivors can also participate in the Survivor Fashion 
Challenge, march in the Survivor Parade, and pose with other survivors for the Survivor Photo. 
 
New this year will be the Kids Fun Run, which will start at 8:10 am on Central Park West and 80th Street 
across from the American Museum of Natural History.  There will be separate courses for 3-6 year old 
(quarter mile), 7-9 year olds (half mile) and 10 -12 year olds (one mile).  There will also be a post-Race 
Kids zone in the Bandshell area with face painting, a mural courtesy of Skim Plus to color, and other 
activities for young Race attendees.   
 
The Race will begin with the first starting gun at 9:20 a.m. for elite female and survivor runners, followed 
by male and female runners at 9:25 a.m. and walkers at 9:30 a.m. The last group will be led up Central 
Park West by over a dozen pink-clad women on Harley-Davidson motorcycles. 
 
Race Day hosts include CBS 2/WLNY 10/55 talent Dick Brennan, Mary Calvi, John Elliott, Alice 
Gainer, Cindy Hsu, Kristine Johnson, and Dana Tyler, as well as Fresh 102.7’s Karen Carson.  
Among the politicians in attendance will be Sen. Charles Schumer, Manhattan Borough President Gale 
Brewer, and Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr.  Celebrities in attendance include fashion 
Designer Betsey Johnson and reality TV stars Julie and Savannah Chrisley of USA Network’s 
“Chrisley Knows Best.” 
 
The event will end with a Survivor Dance Party with live music provided by Pants Velour. 
 
Running simultaneous with the Race for the Cure is Endure for the Cure, an Amazing Race-style 
competition that is a combination of physical and mental challenges – part endurance run, part scavenger 
hunt. 
 
New this year after the Race is Cut for the Cure on the Bandshell stage.  Cut for the Cure participants will 
have have eight (8) inches of hair or more to donate to have wigs made for women in treatment for breast 
cancer.  The participants will have their donation cut off by the person of their choice onstage, after which 
they will receive a styling by a professional from the Red Market Salon. 
 
Also new is the Survivor Fashion Challenge, where survivor-led teams of three will have three minutes to 
pull together an outfit worn by one team member and made from unknown and unconventional materials 
contained in a trunk. 
 
Komen Greater NYC is bringing back the popular Fundraising Rewards Program.  Anyone who raises a 
minimum of $250 will be eligible to choose a reward from an average of 10 pledge prizes in each of eight 



award levels.  Fundraising for the Race continues through October 31st, so there is plenty of time to raise 
the funds necessary to qualify after Race Day.   
 
The Duane Reade Charitable Foundation is the 2014 Race Local Presenting Sponsor.  CBS 2/WLNY 
10/55 is the Race Local Presenting Media Sponsor. 
 
Other 2014 sponsors include: 
 

§ Diamond Sponsor:  JPMorgan Chase, PepsiCo and The Wall Street Journal 
 

§ Media Sponsors:  CBS 2/WLNY 10/55,1010 WINS, Fresh 102.7, New York Post, New York 
Amsterdam News, and Van Wagner 
 

§ Platinum Sponsors:  Key Food, Macy’s, Inc., Regal Entertainment Group, Skim Plus 
 

§ Gold Sponsors: Accenture, Barclays, Cancer Treatment Centers of America, Edison 
Parking/Manhattan Mini Storage, Oz Moving & Storage, Sparkling ICE 
 

§ Silver Sponsors:  American Express, New York Hilton Midtown, White Rose-Good Neighbor 
Program 
 

§ Bronze Sponsors:  Action Environmental Group, ANN, INC., Enlightened Ice Cream, L Brands, 
Pfizer Oncology, Stonyfield, Tri-State Ford Dealers, Women’s’ Dermatologic Society 

Accenture is this year’s Start Line Sponsors and Barclays is the Finish Line Sponsor.  The Wall Street 
Journal is this year’s local Teams sponsor.  
 
Komen Greater NYC thanks the New York City Department of Parks & Recreation for all it does to make 
the Race possible.   
 
National Race Series Sponsors are American Airlines, Ford Motor Company, New Balance Athletic  
Shoe Company, Inc., Self magazine and Walgreens. Bank of America and Zeta Tau Alpha Fraternity 
sponsor the Breast Cancer Survivor Recognition Program; Georgia-Pacific sponsors the Race Series’ 
Volunteer Recognition. 
 
For more information: visit www.komennyc.org/race, email info@komennyc.org or call 212-293-CURE. 
 

### 
 
 
About Susan G. Komen® Greater New York City 
Since 1990, Susan G. Komen Greater NYC has raised over $60 million and awarded $45 million in 
grants.  In the last five years alone, we have helped more than 875,000 women, men and families in New 
York City, on Long Island, and in Westchester and Rockland Counties. Twenty-five percent of every dollar 
raised funds national breast cancer research while seventy-five percent of the net monies raised goes 
right back into the communities to help the women, men and families in our service area. This year, 
Komen Greater NYC has awarded $2.1 million to 28 local breast health programs as well as $735,000 for 
national breast cancer research programs to find the cures.  Visit our website, www.komennyc.org, or call 
212-293-CURE for further information.  Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Instagram. 
 
 
 


