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HODA KOTB LEADS THE SUSAN G. KOMEN® GREATER NYC 

25th ANNIVERSARY RACE FOR THE CURE IN CENTRAL PARK 
ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH 

 
Thousands of Race Participants Expected to Raise Funds for 

Local Breast Health Programs and National Research 
  

New York, NY, October 2, 2015 – Best-selling author, journalist, TODAY Show anchor, and 
breast cancer survivor Hoda Kotb will serve as Grand Marshal for the 25th Anniversary Susan G. 
Komen Greater NYC Race for the Cure® on Sunday, September 13th at 9:00 am in Central 
Park.  This signature event is the premier fundraiser for Susan G. Komen Greater NYC, bringing 
in millions of dollars annually to support local breast health programs for medically underserved 
New Yorkers and to fund breast cancer research. 

“We are thrilled to have Hoda join the thousands of women, men and children who will be in 
Central Park for our silver anniversary Race for the Cure. They come to honor survivors, 
remember those we have lost, and celebrate their commitment to our shared vision of a world 
without breast cancer,” said Linda Tantawi, Komen Greater NYC CEO. “Together, we have 
achieved a great deal since the organization was founded, but there’s still plenty of work to do 
before we can stop racing. 

“A quarter century later, we’re still the only organization funding grassroots local breast health 
programs and national research to find the cures,” she stated.  “Komen Greater NYC is ensuring 
that low-income women, men and families in the New York City metropolitan area receive access 
to life-saving breast health screening, treatment, education, outreach and support services. 
Without them, access to these services would disappear.  We will keep working until the cures 
are found.” 

Hoda Kotb is no stranger to Komen Greater NYC. She has been honored twice and was last 
year’s Race Grand Marshal. But her connection to the Race runs much deeper, it goes back to 
just after she was diagnosed and she came upon the Race during a run in Central Park. 

“I stood there on the sidelines and started applauding… I was by myself… and I stood there until 
the last person came by,” remembered Hoda. “I had tears coming down my face. They were 
waving and they were proud and they were doing something. And it was so symbolic for me: I 
was on the sidelines and they were in the game. And it was time to get in the game.”  Hoda 
received Komen Greater NYC’s Survivor Award in 2008. 

Over 13,000 people are expected to join Hoda in Central Park this year.  Thanks to the 
fundraising efforts of last year’s participants, in 2015, Komen Greater NYC awarded $1.64 million 
to 25 local breast health community partners and invested $700,000 in national peer-reviewed 
breast cancer research programs. 



Breast cancer knows no boundaries, striking members of every population that inhabits the 
diverse New York metropolitan area.  An important part of Komen Greater NYC’s work is 
reaching every community — ensuring them the breast health services they deserve and 
involving them in the Race experience. This diversity will be on display, not only among 
participants, but also at the Education Expo. Located northwest of the Bandshell, the Expo 
includes representatives of many of Komen Greater NYC’s community partners. 

Komen Greater NYC partner Project Renewal will return with its mobile ScanVan, providing free 
mammograms from 8:00 am to noon for qualified women in the Wellness Zone. Appointments are 
preferred and can be made by calling 1-800-564-6868. 

Race Day hosts include CBS 2/WLNY 10/55 talent Mary Calvi, Alice Gainer, Kristine Johnson 
and Chris Wragge and Ghia from Fresh 102.7. They will be joined by Susan G. Komen founder 
Nancy G. Brinker, breast cancer survivor and reality TV star Julie Chrisley and her daughter 
Savannah of USA Network’s “Chrisley Knows Best,” plus Sen. Charles B. Schumer, Rep. 
Carolyn Maloney, NYC Public Advocate Leticia James, NYC Comptroller Scott Stringer, 
Manhattan Borough President Gale Brewer, Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz, Jr. 
 
The Bandshell area will be the site of the Sponsor Expo with information, games, attractions, and 
giveaways from Race sponsors. Other features include: 

! Performances by The Brooklynettes, Marching Cobras Drumline, and music by DJ 
Amato 

! Bank of America Pink Carpet Photo Area — Attendees can have their photos taken and 
immediately upload them to Facebook or Twitter. 

! Tribute Area  — Participants can leave notes in honor of survivors and in memory of 
those who have died. 

Breast cancer survivors, thrivers (those in stage IV of the disease) and their families are invited to 
participate in the activities in Survivor/Thriver Village — starting with breakfast at 7:00 am, the 
pre-Race program (honoring Survivors. Thriver and Co-Survivor of the Year), post-Race beauty 
treatments (hair, mini-massages, reiki and more) and refreshments until noon. They can also be 
part of the Survivor/Thriver Parade and pose for the Survivor/Thriver photo. 

Activities for kids start with the Kids Fun Run at 8:10 am on Central Park West just north of the 
American Museum of Natural History. There are separate courses for 3-6 year old (quarter mile), 
7-9 year olds (half mile) and 10 -12 year olds (one mile).  Post-Race, they can visit the Kids Zone 
in the Bandshell area where there will be a variety of fun things to do. 

The Race begins with the first starting gun at 9:20 a.m. for elite female and survivor runners, 
followed by male and female runners at 9:25 a.m. and walkers at 9:30 a.m. The last group will be 
led up Central Park West by over a dozen pink-clad women on Harley-Davidson motorcycles. 

Running simultaneous with the Race for the Cure is Endure for the Cure, an Amazing Race-style 
competition that is part endurance run, part scavenger hunt. 
 
The Race would not be possible without our sponsors. 

Race Local Presenting Sponsor: Duane Reade Charitable Foundation  
 
Diamond J.P.Morgan and PepsiCo, Inc. 
 



Media CBS2/WLNY 10|55, 1010 WINS/Fresh 102.7, New York Post, Wall Street 
Journal, New York Amsterdam News, Regal Entertainment Group, Edison 
Parking/Manhattan Mini-Storage 

 
Platinum Key Food and Macy’s, Inc. 
 
Gold Accenture (Start Line Sponsor), Barclays (Finish Line Sponsor), Cancer 

Treatment Centers of America, Oz Moving & Storage, Sparkling ICE®  
 
Silver American Express, Good Neighbor NYC, Montefiore Einstein Center for Cancer 

Care, New York Hilton Midtown, Pfizer Oncology 
 
Bronze Action Environmental Group, ANN, INC., L Brands, Lokai Holding LLC, Tri-State 

Ford Dealers 
 

Komen Greater NYC thanks the New York City Department of Parks & Recreation for all it does 
to make the Race possible.  

National Race Series Presenting Sponsor: Bank of America.  

National Race Series Sponsors: American Airlines, Ford Motor Company, New Balance Athletic 
Shoe Company, Inc., SELF Magazine, Walgreens. 

More Information: Website, email or 212-293-CURE 

 
About Susan G. Komen Greater New York City 
Susan G. Komen Greater NYC is celebrating its 25th anniversary in 2015. Since its founding, 
Komen Greater NYC has awarded more than $47 million in grants to a wide variety of community 
partners and invested in cutting-edge breast cancer research programs.  In the last five years 
alone, we have helped more than 830,000 women, men and families in New York City, on Long 
Island, and in Westchester and Rockland Counties. Twenty-five percent of every dollar raised 
funds national breast cancer research while seventy-five percent of the net monies raised goes 
right back into the communities to help the women, men and families in our service area. This 
year, Komen Greater NYC is awarding more than $1.64 million to 25 local breast health programs 
as well as investing $700,000 for national breast cancer research to find the cures.  For more 
information, visit www.komennyc.org or call 212 293 CURE. 
 
Follow us: Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, YouTube, Instagram and Tumblr. 
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