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A Seeing Eye Perspective

This story has a photo of Peggi Howard smiling as she holds a yellow Labrador retriever puppy.

Summer is an exciting time here at The Seeing Eye. With schools on summer break, now is the time we welcome many students, who are either about to begin or in the middle of their college careers. It’s also a time when many teachers, professors, and others from academic settings come to get their first dog or a replacement dog. Our campus really does feel like a campus!

But of course, our classes also include people from other walks of life: homemakers, factory workers, authors, technical support specialists, and journalists… just to name a few of the occupations recently represented. We also have many students who have retired and now enjoy traveling, shopping, playing with their grandchildren, volunteering, or pursuing hobbies. They come from across the United States and Canada. Some were born blind or visually impaired, while others became so later in life, gradually or suddenly.

With such a variety of experience and expertise, I’m never quite sure what I’m going to learn when having lunch with students!

It’s also fascinating to hear our students exchanging tips and tricks with each other, whether it’s what to order at the local ice cream parlor, where to find durable dog toys, or how to identify whether the packet you’re holding is sugar or sugar substitute. (The real stuff is just a little bit heavier.)

What they all have in common: the desire to enhance their independence, mobility, and confidence through the use of Seeing Eye® dogs. Whatever it is they do, a Seeing Eye dog can help them do it. 

And it’s thanks to your support that we are here to breed, raise, and train these amazing dogs, and instruct our students in how to work with and care for them. 

A Seeing Eye partnership, from the puppy’s birth to his or her retirement as a guide, costs about $70,000… but we only charge our students $150 for the first dog, $50 for a replacement dog, and $1 if the student is a military veteran. The only way we can do it is thanks to you. Your generous support ensures will be here for the graduating high school senior getting his first dog as well as for the retiree getting her next successor dog.

From all of us here at The Seeing Eye… thank you!

Margaret E.L. “Peggi” Howard, D.Litt.
Interim President & CEO
The Seeing Eye

Letter To The Seeing Eye


This letter is accompanied by a photo of Seeing Eye graduate Alex Hubbard with his Seeing Eye dog, a yellow Labrador/golden retriever cross named Patrick.

Dear Seeing Eye Puppy Raiser:

Whatever I may be now to Patrick, you had perhaps the main hand in helping Patrick become who he is today, and you will always be his parents. 

Patrick is an absolute delight: funny, sweet, playful, and a hard and smart worker. I present a difficult case for a guide dog. In addition to the obvious blindness, I have a severe voice impairment, which makes conventional communication difficult, as well as a considerable balance issue. 

Patrick was trained with me in mind, somewhat out of keeping with normal custom. Patrick is such a low key, thoughtful, and attentive boy, and the thinking was that his temperament and size (large) would be of great assistance to my situation. This has proven correct on every point. 

Despite the challenges, I live on my own in a densely populated downtown area, a central tourism and business district. The challenges for a Seeing Eye dog are not few. I am active, work full-time, and hold season tickets to our local hockey team. Patrick has fallen in like he was born to do this work specifically for me. Less than a week after we arrived home, Patrick guided me through the packed arena, up the escalator, and to my seat. He settled down during the hockey game like he had been there many times before. “Nothing to this,” seemed to be what he said. 

The first route he learned was to my local coffee shop. This is not a difficult journey, but a very important one because I like coffee. They know me there and my order, and now they know Patrick. My previous guide dog was a little female black lab. They cannot miss my big yellow boy, and they immediately asked me about him my first time in. 

We have to pass the coffee shop to go many places that I frequent in this highly-walkable environment. A lot of guide dogs will tend to want to go to the places they know are important to their human. But Patrick is perhaps the most responsive dog I have worked with. If I point toward the coffee shop, we go to the coffee shop. But if we walk by it in the exact same manner and I don’t point toward the shop, we don’t go, and he doesn’t even try. 

Every time we return home from a trip down the street or a ride out to the suburbs to visit my parents, Patrick is so pleased with himself he can hardly stand it. 

I will take very good care of Patrick for you; he takes wonderful care of me. Thank you for raising such a sweet boy. 

  

Sincerely, 

Alex Hubbard
Seeing Eye graduate 

Editor’s note: If you are interested in volunteering to be a Seeing Eye puppy raiser, please go to www.SeeingEye.org/raise. 

If you have a letter you would like to submit for consideration for publication in The Guide, please send it to news@seeingeye.org. 
Welcome to The Seeing Eye Heritage Society
The Seeing Eye Heritage Society was founded in 1989 to recognize and honor those individuals who have taken the important step of including a legacy gift to The Seeing Eye in their financial portfolios or estate plans. Members of The Heritage Society have recognized the importance of the continuation of our work with people who are blind and visually impaired and have expressed a commitment to that end by planning a gift which will help provide for the future success of the school.

Legacy gifts make up a large portion of the donations received by The Seeing Eye each year, for which we are most grateful. Gifts of this nature secure the future of our mission, providing ongoing services to our graduates and new students.  

It is very possible that you are eligible for membership in The Heritage Society, but haven’t let us know.  If you have created a bequest in your will or trust, or named The Seeing Eye as beneficiary of a charitable trust, a retirement plan, or a life insurance policy, you are eligible to become a member of The Heritage Society! We want very much to be able to say “thank you” and include you in The Heritage Society events.  Please take a moment to inform us of your intention by calling 800-539-4425 or emailing donate@SeeingEye.org.

Across these pages you will see the names of those individuals who have informed us of their extraordinary commitment to enhancing the independence, dignity, and self-confidence of people who are blind through the use of Seeing Eye® dogs by providing for The Seeing Eye in their estate plans.  Thank you!
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Graduate Profile 
The Enchanted Life

This story has several photos. 
The first shows Kristal Collazo sitting at a desk. Her Seeing Eye dog, Minnie, a black Labrador retriever in harness with a white bandana covered with yellow pineapples, lying at her feet. On the desk is a microphone. The caption reads: Kristal Collazo at the desk she uses to record her weekly podcast, “Una Mirada Distinta” (“A Different Perspective”). Photos courtesy of Kristal Collazo.
The second photo shows Kristal and Minnie riding up the escalator in a large mall. The caption reads: Kristal and Minnie ride the escalator at Plaza del Sol in Bayamon, Puerto Rico.

The third photo shows Kristal hugging Minnie as they lie together on the ground. Kristal is wearing a black graduation gown and holding up a mortarboard she has decorated in pink and white, with glittering rhinestones. The caption reads: Kristal, with Minnie, after graduating with her bachelor’s degree. Her decorated mortarboard reads: “A Whole New World Awaits.”
The fourth photo shows Kristal and Minnie in front of two large palm trees. 

The fifth photo shows Kristal and Minnie in front of a large clocktower on a college campus. The caption reads: Kristal and Minnie on the campus of the University of Puerto Rico in Rio Piedras. 

Kristal Collazo knew from the age of 6 that she wanted a Seeing Eye dog.

As a child, Kristal was a fan of the animated TV show Clifford’s Puppy Days. She was fascinated by an episode in which Clifford meets a Seeing Eye dog. The Seeing Eye dog explains to Clifford why she wears a harness and why she can go into restaurants – it’s because she is guiding a blind person.

“I ran to my mother and I said, ‘I want this!’” said Kristal, who has been visually impaired since birth. “And my parents researched it and discovered, well, no, you’re too young. So I grew up waiting, waiting for that Seeing Eye dog. It had to be a Seeing Eye dog, there wasn’t any other option for me. I know there are other guide dog schools, but The Seeing Eye is the best one. I grew up watching The Seeing Eye’s YouTube channel and learning all about Seeing Eye dogs.”

Kristal finally made it at age 20, when as an undergraduate at the University of Puerto Rico she came to New Jersey to be matched with a black Labrador retriever named Minnie. They were matched on July 24, 2019. 

Kristal was immediately in love… but Minnie?

“She hated me at first!” Kristal said. “Or I thought she did! She gets really attached, and her instructor, Julie, trained her. She was in love with Julie. I love Julie too, so I understand. But Minnie was so attached to her, I didn’t think it would work out. I thought, ‘Oh my God, what am I going to do?’ But the first time I put the harness on her, and we walked together, I knew I had to make this work. It was my first time walking with a guide dog, and I was just flying. It didn’t seem possible. We walked amazingly fast. It felt like a dream. It was what I had been dreaming about since I was a little girl. I said, ‘I need this. I can wait for the love.’ And the rest of the class, I just focused on Minnie, on bonding with Minnie. And now, two years later, I can say she is a perfect match. There couldn’t be a better match than Minnie, in every way. Her pace, her size, her personality. And she is so beautiful!” 

Since 2020, Kristal has hosted a weekly Spanish-language podcast, “Una Mirada Distinta” (“A Different Perspective”). The podcast and other updates on Kristal and Minnie can be found through Kristal’s Instagram page at www.instagram.com/unamiradadistinta_podcast/?hl-en.  

“It was my pandemic project,” Kristal said. “I was alone in my house, in quarantine, and I thought: ‘This is my opportunity to do something!’ I think of it as a manual, about how blind people and disabled people can be included in society. It’s fun, it’s informal, it’s friendly. I talk about different situations, like what to do if there is a blind person at your restaurant, in your school, at your party. And I also make recommendations to blind people, about what I do, so it is really for people who are sighted and for people who are blind.

“This was something that I felt was really lacking from a Puerto Rican point of view. There are many cultural differences. For example, in Morristown, people know what Seeing Eye dogs are, they are used to seeing them in harness, they know they are working service dogs and not to touch them. In Puerto Rico, Seeing Eye dogs are more unusual. And Puerto Ricans are very loving people. We love to hug and to kiss. It’s how we say hello. And of course people want to do that with Minnie as well. So I have to tell them, not while she’s working.”

After getting her undergraduate degree in political science, Kristal got a master's degree in public administration, also from the University of Puerto Rico. She’s currently considering going back for her doctorate, while also working as an advocate for people with disabilities at Movimiento para el Alcance de Vida Independiente (MAVI), a non-profit organization promoting independent living for people with disabilities in Puerto Rico. 

Navigating Puerto Rico can be a challenge, Kristal said.

“Puerto Rico is a small island, but we have mountains, we have beaches, we have the rain forest, we have cities, we have small rural villages. And we have traffic!” Kristal said. “Every year, I go to San Juan, which is really a test for her. There’s a lot of construction, there’s a lot of people, there’s a lot of traffic. We go to restaurants, we go to the beach, we go El Morro (a historic fort).  And she does great.”

At home, Minnie loves to play fetch with her favorite toy, which is – of course – a Minnie Mouse doll.

“She also loves to be groomed. When I want to relax, I groom her. Or we just lay down on the floor and chill and cuddle and watch Netflix,” Kristal said.

“Minnie is me, if I were a dog. Or if she were a human, she would be me. She has my personality. In every single detail. She is sweet, she is loving, she is really fun. She’s still a puppy inside. Like me! I’m still a child inside,” she said. 

“Since I’ve had Minnie, I’ve found an open door. I walk by myself, I take Uber, I’m free to go where I want, when I want. I love The Seeing Eye. I love what they did for me, the experience they gave me, and the opportunity to be independent. And to realize my dream as a 6-year-old. Now I can say to her, yes, you made it: You have your Seeing Eye dog!” 

Puppy Naming 

What’s In A Name? Donations!

Madison High School Raises $5,400 for The Seeing Eye 

This story has a photo of five people and two Seeing Eye puppies standing in front of a backdrop with the logo of Madison High School. The caption reads: From left, Trish Armstrong, a Seeing Eye puppy raiser from Madison, with Kail, a male German shepherd; David Drechsel, principal of Madison High School; Craig Garretson, Seeing Eye Senior Communications Officer and puppy raiser, with Robbie, a male yellow Labrador retriever; Trish Saltarelli, Madison High School teacher and Day of Service partner for The Seeing Eye fundraiser; and Mary Beth Gabel, Madison High School teacher, Dodger the Dog fundraising coordinator, and lead for The Seeing Eye Day of Service project.
One of the most popular donation opportunities at The Seeing Eye is donating $5,000 to name a puppy. We’ve had donations from corporations, foundations, community groups, and of course, from individuals who have wanted to honor a loved one, recognize an accomplishment, or just help The Seeing Eye by raising $5,000!

One recent donation came from Madison High School in Madison, New Jersey. Each year, the staff and students collaborate on the “Day of Service” fundraising project. Mary Beth Gabel, a Madison High School teacher who serves as the Dodger the Dog fundraising coordinator and lead for The Seeing Eye Day of Service project, said The Seeing Eye has been Madison High School’s beneficiary for the past 11 years. 

Usually the project raises a few hundred dollars, but when students found out they could name a puppy if they hit $5,000, they went all-out! They surpassed their goal, raising $5,400!

The students selected Dodger as the name. Dodger not only is the name of the mascot of the Madison High School athletic teams, but it also was intended as a tribute to Geraldine Rockefeller Dodge, a philanthropist who lived in Madison, New Jersey, for many years. She was an early supporter of The Seeing Eye, the founder of the Morris and Essex Dog Club, a dog breeder of German shepherds and English cocker spaniels, and was a judge at many dog shows, including being the first woman invited to judge Best in Show for the Westminster Kennel Club. Mrs. Dodge founded the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation and St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare Center, and her foundation has distributed more than $500 million in grants to nonprofits in New Jersey and elsewhere. 

If you’re interested in naming a puppy, please call The Seeing Eye at (800) 539-4425, email donate@seeingeye.org, or go to www.SeeingEye.org/name. 

News Highlights
The Seeing Eye Visits Florida   

A Star Is Born!

Seeing Eye grad in new Netflix movie

This story is accompanied by the movie poster for the film Beauty, which is a close-up of the face of actress Gracie Marie Bradley.

Seeing Eye graduate David Blake is currently appearing in a Netflix feature film called Beauty, the story of a talented young singer climbing her way up in the music business. 

David, who owns Fox Recording Studio in Rutherford, New Jersey, was contacted by Netflix about using the studio as a location for the film. 

“Fox has that special look and sound, like many of the great New York and L.A. recording studios,” said David. Among the many recording stars who have used the studio are Jay-Z, The Misfits, Grover Washington Jr., and Type-O Negative, he said. 

“The producer and director came out to look us over, liked what they saw, and asked if I would play the part of the main recording engineer in the movie, sitting at the controls in the booth. ‘Well, I’ll have to think it over, you know,’ and then in less than millisecond I smiled and said ‘I’m in.’” 

In the scene, Sharon Stone, who plays the head of the record company, stands right next to David and Gracie Marie Bradley, who is the star of the movie, sits behind them. In other scenes, Gracie is out in the studio performing.  

“All in all, it was a very cool experience,” David said. “My only regret is that I couldn’t have had my Seeing Eye dog with me. For my money, he was always the star of the show.” David’s sixth Seeing Eye dog, a German shepherd named Pluto, had recently passed away; he’s currently scheduling his next trip to The Seeing Eye to be matched with a new dog. 

The movie is currently available on Netflix and there also is an audio-described version.

A Seeing Eye Dog’s Journey

This story is accompanied by an illustration showing Buddy, the first Seeing Eye dog, standing in a doorway. The text on the illustration reads: Buddy opened the door to independence. Many followed her through it. 

Renowned animal/wildlife artist and Seeing Eye supporter Hava Hegenbarth illustrated these beautiful cards showing the 10 stages of a Seeing Eye dog’s journey, from being a puppy in our Breeding Station to guiding a person as a working Seeing Eye dog. Two other cards depict Buddy, the first Seeing Eye dog. One illustration shows her standing in a doorway and the other is her guiding Morris Frank. Each card is blank inside and measures 4 ½” by 6 ½”. 

These cards are taken from artwork Hava donated to The Seeing Eye to decorate the Dr. Robert A. Harris Canine Pavilion, which opened in 2019.

This box of 12 cards, with envelopes, is available from The Seeing Eye’s online store at www.SeeingEye.org/store.  
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This page also has an acknowledgment for our corporate partner, Healthy Vision Association. The logo is a green circle surrounded by two blue half-circles that are almost touching each other. The website for the organization is below the logo: www.HealthyVisionAssociation.com. 

The page also has an image of a smiling woman standing in front of a car while holding up a car key. The text reads: There’s an Easy Way to Give: Donate Your Car! Donating is easy, the pick-up is free, and your gift is tax-deductible. For more information, go to https://careasy.org/nonprofit/The-Seeing-Eye-Inc
This page also has The Seeing Eye’s logo, a silhouette of a German shepherd in harness guiding a person, above the words: The Seeing Eye is proud to recognize our corporate partners who have made a significant commitment to providing independence for people who are blind or visually impaired through Seeing Eye® dogs. 
If your company would like to get involved, please visit SeeingEye.org/Partner for more information.
Back Cover

Be Cool: Follow us on Instagram! 
The back cover has a photo of a black Labrador retriever laying in a shallow pool of water.

Asta, a male black Labrador retriever, keeps cool by lying on the tiled floor of a shallow pool of clear water. Asta was a Seeing Eye puppy when this photo was taken, but he’s now working as a Seeing Eye dog! 

You can find more puppy photos, graduate stories, and even the occasional cat photo on our Instagram page: https://www.instagram.com/theseeingeye.  

Photo by Janet Rick / Somerset County K-9 Leaders Seeing Eye Puppy Raising Club.
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