


Congratulations! 

 

You’ve taken the first step: joining the 
Wisconsin Humane Society‘s 2022 Pet Walk 
to support animals in need! Now the fun 
begins, and we’re here to help every step of 
the way! 

This toolkit is designed to help you reach 
your fundraising goals to support animals in 
need at the Wisconsin Humane Society 
Green Bay Campus through Pet Walk! You’ll 
find our most popular fundraising ideas and 
tips, but there are always new ideas out 
there– so take what’s useful to you and be 
creative!   

 

• About WHS 

• Top Fundraising Tips 

• Start with Why 

• Support your Efforts 

• Making the Ask 

• Spread the Word 

• Sample Emails & Donation Asks 

• Tips for Success 

• The Importance of Teams 

• Team Recruitment Tips 

• Your Donations at Work 

• Ways to Give 

• Contact Us 



 

Founded in 1879, WHS has been saving the lives of animals 

in need for more than 140 years. WHS is a 501(c)(3) 

organization and operates animal shelters in Milwaukee, 

Ozaukee, Racine, Door and Brown Counties, as well as a spay/

neuter clinic in West Allis. WHS annually serves 40,000 

animals. We receive no general government funding and we 

are not part of any national umbrella organization. 

 

As the largest shelter in the state of Wisconsin, WHS offers a 

variety of specialized services, including: 

• that matches 13,000 
homeless animals with new families; there are no time or 
space limits for any animals in our adoption program.  

• We receive nearly all the area's surrendered 
animals, as well as animals from local and state 
animal control facilities, and animals transferred 
from other shelters. We are the stray animal 
holding facility for municipalities in Racine, Brown, 
Door and Ozaukee Counties only.  

• open to the public at the 
WHS Spay/Neuter Clinic in West Allis and by 
appointment at our Green Bay Campus. 

• to assist families with pets through 
tough financial times at our Milwaukee Campus. 

• for children and adults designed to teach 
compassion, respect, and care for animals. 

• to serve families with pets in 
underserved areas.  

• for animals in domestic violence 
situations. 

• classes for dogs and puppies. 

• that provides rescue, 
rehabilitation, and release for 5,000 wild animals annually, 
at our Milwaukee Campus. 



Who better to get fundraising tips from than our top fundraisers? Below are a few of the ways our Pet Walk 

VIPs raise funds for the animals: 

ASK, AND THEN ASK AGAIN! Don’t be shy. Our top fundraisers ask a lot of people for donations and 

follow up with each ask more than once.

USE SOCIAL MEDIA! Promote your team/personal page on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and LinkedIn 
to reach possible team members and supporters. 

• Post regular updates about your fundraising progress and the walk. 

• Always thank your donors publicly on social media and remind them how much you have 
left to hit your goal- it’s a great way to show appreciation and often inspires others to give. 

WHEN YOUR WEBPAGE IS READY, SHARE IT! Copy and paste the link to your fundraising page in 
emails and social media. 

• Don’t forget to use the email features in your participant center - those names and emails 
will be saved so you can access them again next year instead of having to add them each 
year. 

REMEMBER THAT YOU’RE NOT ASKING FOR YOURSELF. You are asking someone to make a 
donation to improve the lives of animals in our community. 



Customizing your fundraising page and making it 
your own is as easy as 1, 2, 3! 

 

ADD YOUR PHOTO(S). Replace our sample 
image in your participant center with a 
photo of you and your pet - or just your pet, 
so when your friends, family, and colleagues 
visit your page to donate, they know it’s 
really you! 

SHARE YOUR STORY. Take five minutes to 
write a few sentences on your fundraising 
page about why you walk and why others 
should join you in supporting the animals at 
the Wisconsin Humane Society. 

MAKE IT PERSONAL. Use the following 
question to help get started: 

Was there a specific pet 
who left footprints on your heart? Was there 
a person or experience that inspired you to 
get involved? 

PRO TIP: Fundraisers who personalize 
their pages tend to raise more funds 
because they’ve taken the time to share 
why they care about supporting WHS– 
and those stories are often what inspire 
others to join in that support. 

 

Contact us at lnachtwey@wihumane.org. 



Be the first to make a donation to 
your own fundraising page, whether 
you give during registration or after 
you get started fundraising. It takes 
just one gift to get your fundraising 
momentum going, and it also shows 
your personal commitment and 
investment in our mission. 

 



Family and friends 

Community group members  

Past fundraisers you’ve supported 

Your doctor, accountant, coffee shop, etc. 

Co-workers, clients, and vendors 

 

I’ve joined the Wisconsin Humane Society’s Green Bay Pet Walk and on June 5 will be walking for the 
animals who need our help. 

This isn’t just about walking the dog. It’s a show of compassion for the voiceless and a promise to help 
WHS provide those in need with vital services: food, medical care, training, and a brighter future.  

One day can make a difference! By joining Pet Walk, I’m raising funds and awareness for WHS, an 
organization that provides shelter, care, and support to animals and their families in our community. The 
money we raise is put to work immediately, helping to provide urgent medical treatments and services for 
some of the 40,000 animals the Wisconsin Humane Society cares for every year. 

I’ve set an ambitious fundraising goal of $  and I can’t reach it without you. 
Please consider supporting my efforts by making a donation to my Pet Walk fundraiser here: 

Thank you for your support!



Let’s get social! Once your fundraising page is all set up, 
it’s time to share it on social media! Below are a few 
sample posts for you to use: 

I’m participating in the 2022 Green Bay Pet Walk to 

support animals in need at @greenbayhumane 

because  I 

need your help to reach my goal of $

Please donate today using 

the link in my bio! Any amount helps.* #petwalk

 (*Don’t forget to include the link to your 

personal fundraising page in your bio before you 

post on Instagram!) 

 

I’m raising funds for the 2022 Green Bay Pet Walk 

to support animals in need at @greenbayhumane. I 

need your help to reach my goal of $

Will you donate today? Any 

amount helps. 

. #petwalk  

 

I’m participating in the 2022 Green Bay Pet Walk to 

support animals in need at @greenbayhumane 

because  I 

need your help to reach my goal of $

Will you donate today? Any 

amount helps. 

. #petwalk  

 

In your Pet Walk Participant Center, there’s a blue 

box on the bottom right corner to connect your Pet 

Walk fundraiser to Facebook’s fundraising platform. 

This will automatically start a Facebook fundraiser 

that will import your Pet Walk personal page 

information, and allow folks to donate directly to 

your fundraiser through Facebook! 

You’ll receive notifications every time someone 
donates to your page, you can comment on 
their donations to thank them, and can easily 
share your fundraiser on the platform! 



GENERAL DONATION ASK:  Subject Line: I’m helping animals in need - will you? 

I’ve joined the Wisconsin Humane Society’s Green Bay Pet Walk and on June 5 will be walking for the animals 
who need our help. 

This isn’t just about walking the dog. It’s a show of compassion for the voiceless and a promise to help WHS 
provide those in need with vital services: food, medical care, training, and a brighter future. 

One day can make a difference! By joining Pet Walk, I’m raising funds and awareness for WHS, an organization 
that provides shelter, care, and support to animals and their families in our community. The money we raise is put 
to work immediately, helping to provide urgent medical treatments and services for some of the 40,000 animals 
the Wisconsin Humane Society cares for every year. 

I’ve set an ambitious fundraising goal, and I can’t reach it without you. Please consider supporting my efforts by 
making a donation to my Pet Walk fundraiser here: [INSERT FUNDRAISING PAGE LINK] 

 

DONATION ASK: 

This year, I signed up for Pet Walk to raise funds for the more than 40,000 animals the Wisconsin Humane Society 

cares for every year and to help WHS continue their promise that every animal in their adoption program has as 

long as it takes to find a forever home.  

I’m proud of the movement I’ve joined to help provide care for animals in need and hope you’ll join me. Now 

more than ever, our community is turning to WHS to provide the services they need to care for their animals. 

WHS finds homes for animals regardless of time or space, brings resources to pet owners who need it, and cares 

for the sick and injured animals who come to their shelter. 

Our support is their lifeline, which is why I am continuing my fundraising campaign. I hope you take notice of my 

commitment to the amazing efforts of the Wisconsin Humane Society and honor their vital work with a gift on 

my Pet Walk page: [INSERT FUNDRAISING PAGE LINK] 

 

TIE YOUR ASK TO A SHELTER STATISTIC: 

Sharing a statistic with a related donation appeal is an interesting, fresh way to talk about Pet Walk on social media. 
Bonus: These can also easily be shortened to use on social media!   

Below are a few examples: 

ANIMALS ADOPTED 

Last year, WHS adopted out nearly 10,419 animals into loving homes. Thousands more animals will come through 
the doors of the Wisconsin Humane Society this year alone to receive food, medical care and shelter. Please 
consider making a donation of $10 to help these animals find their forever homes. [INSERT FUNDRAISING 
PAGE LINK] 

 

THE NEXT GENERATION OF ANIMAL ADVOCATES 

The Wisconsin Humane Society doesn’t just help animals – they help people too! WHS served 5,838 young 

people through youth programs last year, designed to practice compassion, respect, and care for animals. Will 

you consider making a donation of $58 to continue this amazing work? [INSERT FUNDRAISING PAGE LINK] 

 



Ready to make this year’s Pet Walk our best yet? Below are a few of our top tips for reaching your 
fundraising goals! 

When you’re ready to ask for support, be sure to share your 
fundraising goal with everyone. As you receive donations, let others know how far away 
you are from that goal– it often inspires gifts from others to help you hit your goal! 

Pick a nearby business, another department at your 
company or your extended family and set your team’s goal up against theirs! You can 
compete against the other team to raise the most money or recruit the most members!   

What other things can you come up with to raise funds? 
What about a contest for who’s pet photobombs the most conference calls, ask people 
to donate the cost of the latte, haircut, manicure they’re saving right now, pet photo 
contest, etc.? Be creative and you’ll be surprised at the additional funds you raise from 
these little extras. 

You know the date of this year’s event, so get it on your 
own calendar early. Be sure to let everyone know as soon as possible so they can plan to 
join your team and attend, donate, or support you again! 

Just like if you sent in a $25 check to WHS, 
donations made to Pet Walk are tax-deductible and go right back to supporting the 
animals. Many generous employers encourage charitable contributions by matching your 
gift dollar for dollar. It’s one of the easiest ways to double your impact, plus, employer 
matching gifts count toward Pet Walk fundraising prizes! 

WHS sends a thank you email to each of your donors who donate online 
(and a mailed acknowledgement letter to those who mail in donations), but we also 
encourage you to send your own thank you notes, emails, cards, or post on social media. 



YOU COULD RAISE MORE. Participants on a 
team typically raise more money than 
individuals. 

YOU’LL BOND. Being part of a team can 
strengthen existing relationships and create 
new ones. 

YOU’LL SUPPORT EACH OTHER. Helping 
each other can provide companionship and 
keep each other motivated. 

 

If you aren’t already participating in Pet Walk 
with a team from your company, family, or group 
or friends, consider leading your own as a team 
captain! 

 

 

Invite others to join you at Pet Walk. 

Set a team fundraising goal. 

Fundraise, fundraise, fundraise! 

Share personal stories of why animals and/or 
WHS matters to you. 

Help coordinate team fundraising activities. 

Celebrate your team members’ successes. 

Keep the team informed about event details 
and available fundraising resources. 

Encourage your employers and team 
members’ employers to get involved by 
joining the team, supporting the event, or 
matching donations. 

Organize team meetings and celebrations. 

Thank your donors and remind team 
members to do the same. 

Have fun! 
 



You’ve decided to be a team captain! Now what? 

SET UP YOUR TEAM PAGE. Just like your personal webpage, you can post a picture or your company’s 
logo, set your fundraising goal, and tell everyone why your team is supporting the animals at WHS. 

DECIDE WHO YOU PLAN TO INVITE TO JOIN YOU. Start with your closest connections – friends, family, 
co-workers, and people you see on a weekly basis. 

Try asking if it can be on an agenda during a conference call or 
video chat, including your team info in an upcoming company-wide newsletter, or asking HR if it 
can be included in your wellness/giveback initiatives. 

MAKE THE ASK. It seems simple, but the best way to recruit people to join your team is to ask them
Whether you prefer email, phone, over video call or social media, simply asking is the number one reason 
people join teams.   

FOLLOW UP. Follow up with anyone who hasn’t given you a “yes” or “no” to join your team. 

REMEMBER THE WHY. When you invite others to join you for Pet Walk, you’re helping us grow the 
movement and inspiring entire communities to step up and help animals. Post an announcement on your 
social media platforms letting folks know that you’re walking in Pet Walk and ask them to join you. If you 
have certain people in mind, make it a personal invitation by tagging them in your post (it’s bold, but 
effective!). 

I’ve accepted the Wisconsin Humane Society’s challenge to walk for animals who need our support 
now more than ever - and you should too (talking to you, 

I can’t stay seated while so many animals need our help - are you up to join me for Pet Walk Green 
Bay 2022 at Pamperin Park on June 5? (No? Then will you consider supporting me with a donation 
instead?) 

 



ONLINE. People can give directly to your fundraising efforts through your webpage or by finding 

your name on the Pet Walk search page. 

CASH OR CHECK. Cash or checks  (made out to Wisconsin Humane Society or WHS). 

FIRST, FILL OUT A PAPER PLEDGE FORM. Before mailing in cash and check donations, be sure to 

fill out a pledge form with the donors’ information for ALL check and cash donations so we can 

track them properly and can send each person a receipt for their gift. We will update your Pet Walk 

thermometer with the new donations for you.  

MAIL THEM IN. Mail cash and check donations directly to WHS. 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Humane Society 
Attn: Pet Walk GB 
1830 Radisson Street 
Green Bay, WI 54302 



Don’t forget to let people know how their donations can make a difference in the lives of 
animals, right here in our community, who need us most.  

 

Protects two dogs from 
heartworm disease 

 

Feeds ten newborn 
kittens for a week 

 

Provides a lifesaving 
care kit to a litter of 
orphaned kittens 

Microchips 20 dogs so 
they can return to their 
families if lost 

 

Provides distemper 
vaccines for 30 puppies 

 

Provides lifesaving care 
to a litter of puppies 
battling Parvo virus 

Provides veterinary care 
for animals of domestic 
violence victims 

 

Found on the side of the road in the rain, her coat was thinning, her skin was infected, and she had horrible pain at 
the base of her tail. 

Our veterinary team got to work administering treatment and after assessing the damage, knew the only way to 
relieve her pain was to amputate her tail. The next day, she was purring up a storm, offering up her belly for 
scratching & winning over everyone she met. 

From emergency medical care to routine treatments, the Wisconsin Humane Society helps thousands of animals like 
Catsanova each year. Without any general government funding, 

 



 

She/ her 
 

Wisconsin Humane Society 
Event Coordinator 

lnachtwey@wihumane.org 

(920) 469-3110 x 2119 

We are here to help if you have any questions along the way or need help getting started. The 
most important thing to remember is that fundraising for the Wisconsin Humane Society should 
be fun. You are making a difference in the lives of animals with nowhere else to turn and there is 
no better way to spend your time!  


